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BUT I 

SAW ANSELS, 
CLARK— ANP THEy 
GATHEREP 
HEP UP. 


I'M 

GOINS TO 
P/E, I KNOW 
THAT. 


I WANT 
TO Die AT 
HOME. 


/MARTHA'S 

PEAP- 


m. KENT, 
you CAN'T..../ 


you 

CAN PO 
WHAT you 
WANT, PA. 


r I'LL 
/MAKE 
SURE OF 
THAT. , 


rW v \ 







HR 1/ 







c 



WHY NOT 
JUST PW' 




SUPEUmnn created by JERRU SIEGEL t JOE SHUSTER 






PIE AGAIN 
ANP AGAIN 


'HU.iViaAa M- -\'\av A^A 


■VJfc if jS(l 


«au^u.tm.mium c 


46W/ 


XOt/'RF /r 
YOUR BEST 
WHEN YOU'RE 
PYING. 


.tolp you. 


i royp 

you... 












OUR FUTURE 
HAPPENEP BECAUSE, 
SUPERMAN P/EP. J 


WE AWHF TO SAVE 
HIS LIFE, EVEN IF IT 
COSTS EACH OF 
US OUR OWN. 


THE 

PLAN? 


THE PLAN IS A 
LAST PITCH ATTEMPT 
TO PREVENT THE 
AGE OF UNIYERSO 
BV REWRITING 
THE PAST. . 


Y THERE'S \ 

A REASON \ 

WHV I ALWAYS I 
WANTEPTOBE 
A SUPER- I 

V NERO. A* 


' MOMENTS ' 
LIRE THIS TARE 
ME RIGHT 
V BACK. J 


..CLARK v WHAT PO ' 
KENT? you WANT TO 
I \ KNOW? . 


WE'RE OLP \ N 
FRIENPS, MRS. 

. NVXLV. J 

V WEWEREN 
< ONLV TRVINS TO 

FINP OUT WHEN 

V MS PARENTS 

V PIEP. y 


EXACTLY 

WHEN. 


"...ANVTHINS T 
ELSE I CAN PO 
TO HELP, PONT 
HESITATE TO 
ASR. A 


I'LL LET 
VOU RNOW, 
MR. RENT. 


I'LL " 
LET VOU 
RNOW. 








AND IT'S 
A PONE 
PEAL. 


"SLENMORSAN'S^ 
FALL CLEARED THE 
WAV FOR THE RISE 
AND RISE OF LEX 
v LUTHOR. ^ 


A NEW MONSTER, 
FAR WORSE THAN 
. THE OLD ONE. 


SUPERMAN WAS X 
PREOCCUPIED IN A CAT 
AND MOUSE SAME WITH 
“ICARUS" FOR VEARS 
WHILE I STRUCk IN A 
L, POZEN PLACES. 


HOW ABOUT A DRINk 
TO CELEBRATE THIS 
k TURNINS POINT? y 


NO 

THANkS. 


/ THE THINS \ 
IS, IT'S HARP TO 
MANEUVER HERE 
WITH SO FEW 
\PIMENSIONS. / 


Sjg STILL, IT WORkED 
gi WITH OLD MAN kENT'S 
S HANPRERCHIEF, 
■k SLENMORSAN'S 
77* 

fx THE RULES ^ 

' OP ISOMORPHIC XT 
MAGIC SAV X CAN USE t 
SUPERMAN'S CAPE TO F 
. HELP BRINS ABOUT 1 
W His POWNFALL. 


~SO IVE ARRANSEP^ 
EVENTS TO BRINS HIM 
PCW/V 727 EARTH: 
V LET'S WATCH. 


'xCff 

— 


a 

1 

0 H Be 





WEi?E? 

^ THE ^ 
OAF'S AT 

. /w mvct. 


WHAT? 





AWES ome. 


r I NEEP \ 
EXTRA ARMS 
ANP LEGS 
ANP EVES IN 
THIS LITTLE 
V WORLP. _ 


WHV PIPN'T 
I FORESEE 
THIS? 


W X NEEP 
I AN ARM- 

AN ARMY OF 5 ' 
SUPERMAN- 
. HATERS. y 


LET'S 
you ANP 
I MAKE A 
PEAL. 


r 










NO 

RECOIL. 


antiqueg\ 1 ' Hr 

IN THE 31sr \ .- 4 , 2 ' 

CENTURY, Ll* H I 
NI/MROP. / ^ 

THERE'S MORE WHERE 
/ THAT CAME FRO/M IF YOU ANP THE 
-j, OTHERS FETCH /ME SUPER/MAN'S 
a RRYPTONITE ENGINE- 


THE 

LEGION.' 


WE HAVE TO GO BACK 
IN TIME--T 0 THE PAY 
RRYPTONITE WAS 
STOLEN. 


THAT 

eouNP. 


THERE'S 
NOT A /MOMENT 
TO LOSE. 








SUPERMAN'S 
IN TROUBLE.' 


r HELP ME ^ 
SET THESE 
CHAINS OFF 
v THE GUY.' a 


NO, SET 
BACK' 


HE'LL RILL 
YOU.' 








PO YOU KNOW ■ 

WHAT I AM? jJJI 

[T AN UNSTOPPABLE 
m KILLER FRANCHISE 
FROM A PARALLEL 
m REALITY 7 


THE THOUGHT OF 
A SUPERMAN 
BETTER THAN YOU 7 


A THOUGHT THAT 
GETS BIGGER ANP 
BIGGER THE MORE 
YOU THINK IT. 









r WHAT ~ 

HfiPPENSP ) S' IT'S BEEN ^ 

TO VO U? * -V MONTHS 

^ i T VOU'RE SINCE I LAST 
V HURT, a SAW VOU... 


WHAT 

HAPPENEP 

TO vou? 


VVNPKTVX IS ~ 
ABOUT TO ATTACK 
FROM THE SlV 
v PIMENSION. s 


HE'S AUVAUS 




THAT'S WHAT THIS \ 

IS ALL ABOUT, 

PON'T FORSET ) i 
THAT. 

PREVENT 

/SUPERMAN'S PEATH, 
7 WE STOP THE RISE 
OF UNIVERSO ANP 
\ SAVE THE LIVES 
\ OF ALL OUR 
V FRIENPS. y 


HOW COULP 
I TELL HIM? 


SUPERMAN t 

PIEP. < 


SUPERMAN x 
PIEP A SECONP, 
FINAL TIME.. 


ANP ALL ~ 
WE HAVE TO 
PO IS WIPE OUT 
OUR ENTIRE 
V NISTORV. A 


LONS 
LIVE THE 
LESION. 


LET'S 

FINISH 

THIS. 


WHAT 
HAPPENEP 
TO GIZZV? 


MAVBE «£■ 
CAN HELP 


\ 

f f 

' 

■ \ \ 






LOOK 
AT YOU ! 


WEAK. 

POISONEP. 


RELIANT ON 
YELLOW 
SUNLIGHT TO 
RE- 


I'M THE 
THOUGHT OF 
A BIGGER 
SUPERMAN. 


A STRONGER, 
MORE RUTHLESS 
SUPERMAN ! 



...I’M POWEREP BY A] 
SIMPLE CORPORATE 
PIRECTIVE: 
ANNIHILATE THE 
COMPETIT ION ! j 

LOOK 
AT ME! 


YOUR 

REPLACEMENT. 


THE LAST 
KNIGHT OF 
TOMORROW! 








w NOBOPV KILLS ^ 

SUPERMAN but 
^LEX LUTNORf a 


Z 








w ^ senior m 

PROM. GUESS THAT 
MEANS SRAPU AVON'S w 
. RIGHT AROUNP THE 
^ CORNER. WON'T 

BE LONG NOW N 
before vou're 
MAKING VOUR OWN 
: ' <W— t WAV IN THE / 

WORLP. 


PRETTV 

EXCITING. 









~ A LITTLE T 
SCARY -TOO, 
V eh? y 


r IT'S JUST ^ 
THAT VOU ANP 
/VIA ANP ALL MV 
FRIENPS WILL BE 
^ HERE... 


r ANP ~ 
VOU'LL BE 
SOMEPLACE 
NEW, FAR 
v AW AV? y 





CLARK? 


15— ^ 
15 THAT 
^ </0U? . 


EDITOR'S NOTE: THIS 
STORV TARES PLACE 
AFTER THE EVENTS OF 
ACTION COMICS #18. 







OH, I SET IT.' P ULLINS 
£ PRANK ON THE 
k OLP MAN, EH? LIKE i 
THE TIME WE-^ 


SMALLVILLE. 


IT... ^ 

ITS NOT* 

. TRICK... . 


TIME 

MUST STILL 
BE UNFOLP/NS. 
RISHTINS 
ITSELF... 






BUT PON'T WORRV 1 
ABOUT THAT.' IVE (SOT 
SO MUCH TO TELL VOU; 

ANP MA ABOUT/ MV J 
L LIFE, MV FRIENPS, (9 
MV JOB-^JJ 
^ WELL, flR 

[ MV REGULAR \ 

A JOB ANP ALL OF «S> 
ms^TMS too, X 


r HOLP ^ 
ON, SLOW ■ 
^POWN. 

r JUST '" s 
TELL ME 7WO 
^ THINSS. > 






BESIPES, WHAT 
PIP I ALWAYS 
TEACH 

L. you? ^ 


r -"BECAUSE^ 
KENTS AREN'T 
. QUITTERS''' 


THAT'S SOTTEN\ 
ME THROUSH A 
LOT OVcR THE / 
V____YEARS. 

7 THANKS, 


NOBOPV ^ 
T KNOWS WHAT THE V 
FUTURE HOLPS. BUT THE > 
IMPORTANT THINS IS TO 
FACE IT WITH COURAGE ANP 
YOUR NEAP KELP NISH- i 


ANYTIME. 









^ YOU STARTEP TO ^ 
r SiA*' SOMETHING, THEN 
THE NEXT THINS I KNOW, 
L VOU'RE HUGGINS A 


MM?^* 
f OH...SORRV, 1 
CLARK. GUESS 
I'M SETTING 
SENTIMENTAL 
\ INMVOLP j 


Ts MUST BE^v 
FROM SEEING ' 
VOU GROWING 



f WHAT I WAS ' 

'going to sav 

IS THAT, SURE, 
CHANGE CAN 
BE SCARV. BUT 
IF VOU NEVER 
TRV ANVTHINS 
NEW, yOU'LL 
NEVER REALLV 
i KNOW WHAT , 
k VOU CAN / 

■i j>o. y 


r —"BECAUSE ' 
KENTS ARENT 
k QUITTERS'" - 


WHATEVER LIFE^ 
r BRINGS VOU, THE 1 
IMPORTANT THING IS 
TO MEET IT WITH VOUR 
V NEAP KELP HIGH- a 




HOLP STILL MOW 

SO I CAN SET A T 

SHOT OF MV 

> TWO BOVS. this is one pav^ 
WE'RE GOING TO WANT 
TO REMEMBER- a 


^ -FOR 
MANV 
VEARS TO 
. COME. . 




ALL THE NEWS: 
COMING UE 
NIG 
JOT 


CHANNEL 


HEROES TURN UP 
MISSIN 6 ACROSS THE 
WORLD--ARE YOU NEXT? 

, AND SUPERMAN 
\ MURDERED... 

BY LOVE? 

^ I'M ^ 

/ BETHANY SNOLtl ' 

AND THIS IS 
CHANNEL 52 

X. NEWS THOSE STORIES 

7 COMINS UP, BUT FIRST U)E HAVE AN 

/ UPDATE ON A SITUATION WE'VE BEEN 
TR A G E C 7 FOLLOWIN 6 --THE VIGILANTE NIGHTU/ING 

SEEMS TO HAVE RELOCATED HIS OPERATIONS 
FROM GOTHAM C/TY TO CHICAGO. 


m mm 


(/ 



ALL THE NEWS: 

NI 

NIGHTWING SIGHTINGS IN 
f CHICASO, WHICH UNLIKE GOTHAM 
HAS A ZERO TOLERANCE POLICV 
FOR MASKED HEROES, HAVE LED 
THE MAVOR'S OFFICE TO 
RELEASE THIS OFFICIAL 
STATEMENT. 

% 

/ THE C/TY 
f OF CHICAGO POES 
NUI EUfl NOT ENDORSE 

V Y/OLENCE IN ANY 

V WAY... 

FAMILY 
TRAGEDY! 


...BUT OUR 
POLICE ARE CLEARED 
TO APPREHEND 
ANY TARGET THEY 
. DEEM A THREAT... 


A 


ESPECIALLY 
THOSE OF THE 
COSTUMED YAR/ETY." 






NIGHTWING 
NOT WELCOME! 


ALL THE NEWS: 

NOW: 

UMP- 

YOU'RE OUT? 

HELMET 
OR CAPE? 

LAUGHTER 

I TiEfilr strong 

/ WORDS OUT OF THE 
WINDY CITY-LETS HOPE 

V THAT EVERYTHING 

V BLOWS OVER. 

fW AND NOW WE TURN 

T TO FIELD CORRESPONDENT 


l A. BUG WITH HIS FIRST REPORT IN 
THE CHANNEL 52 INVESTIGATIVE 
SERIES ON THE DEADLY NEW 
\ EPIDEMIC KNOWN AS UMP. 




SCIENTISTS 
THIS PHENOMENON' 

"UNCONFIRMED MISSING 
PERSONS" OR UMP. THERE 
IS NO EXPLANATION FOR 
UMP. AND THERE IS 

NO CURE. THE RECENT 

INACTIVITY OF PUBLIC I 
BUDDY BAKER, AKA AN/MAL MAN , ' 
AND THE MYSTERIOUS SUPER HERO 
MR. TERRIFIC HAVE BEEN LINKED TO 
UMP, AND MANY TERRIFIED CITIZENS 
ARE ASKING THEMSELVES, "IF 
THESE HEROES CAN BE STRICKEN 
WITH UMP, WHAT ABOUT ME?" 





' ARE AVERA6E ' 
VIEWERS LIKE YOU 
AT RISK OF BEING 
TAKEN AWAY BY 
FORCES BEYOND 
YOUR CONTROL? 
POSSIBLY NOT, 
BUT THE THREAT 
OF UMP TURNING 
UP IN REGULAR 
, TOWNS LIKE 
k YOURS COULD J 
\ BE REAL. / 


/ THEN ONE DAY W 
/ THEY WERE JUST 
GONE. VICTIMS OF UMP 
OR SOMETHING FAR 
MORE SINISTER? X 
k DON'T KNOW. 


TAKE FOR EXAMPLE THE CASE OF 
17-YEAR-OLD AMY WINSTON. SHE AND 
^ HER MOTHER HAVE BEEN MISSING FROM 
THEIR SMALL TOWN FOR WEEKS 
WITH NO LEADS. 


Wo 


THE PAIR WERE SAID TO' 

BE LONERS... AND VERY 
STRANGE. 

THEIR 

NEIGHBORS 
OFTEN WITNESSED 
THE MOTHER AND 
DAUGHTER WEARING 
MAKESHIFT 
SUITS OF ARMOR 
AND FIGHTING 
WITH WOODEN 
SWORDS. 



ALL THE NEWS 
COMING UP: 
HELMET 
OR CAPE? 
LAUGHTER 
NOT FUNNY! 
WOLF ON 


TRAG E 
NIGHTWIIY 
NOTWELEC 
UMP— 
YOU'RE 01! 


THANK 


SAY IT 
AIN'T SO, 
MR. Cl 


yYOU, BU6. 

FAMILY 


LET'S CHECK 
IN WITH OUR FAVORITE 
LIFESTYLE REPORTER, 
CALENDAR MAN, TO 
SEE IF HE CAN ANSWER 
THE QUESTION ON 
EVERYBODY'S MIND...ARE 
WONDER WOMAN AND 
SUPERMAN AN ITEM? 



THANK YOU, 
BETHANY. 

A FORK IN THE 
ROAD TO TRUE 
HAS TAKEN A TWIST 
AND ENDED WITH A 
KNIFE IN SUPERMAN'S 
BACK/ 

SEVERAL SOURCES 
ARE CLAIMING TO HAVE 
| VIDEO FOOTAGE OF WONDER 
WOMAN 'TEAMING UP” WITH 
A MAN OTHER THAN HER 
. POSSIBLE SUPER-BEAU. 

I WARNED 

YOU ALL THIS WOULD 
END TRAGICALLY... 


LOVE 


CHANNEL 52 
WILL BE HERE 
WHEN THE INEVITABLE 
FISTICUFFS BREAK OUT. 



ALL THE NEWS 
COMING UP: 

LAUGHTER 
NOT FUNNY! 

\\T I’M NOT 
TUP I rV WRITING OFF OUR 
R- « r„7 FAVORITE SUPER 
I COUPLE QUITE YET/ 
SOMETHING TELLS ME 
\WE HAVEN'T HEARD THE 
\ LAST ABOUT THESE 
TWO' 

YOU'RE OUT? 

HELMET 
OR CAPE? 


CHANNEL 


MORE 
AFTER THE 
BREAK... 


...THIS IS 

CHANNeL 52/ 



